[Gait disturbance without motor and sensory involvement in cervical myelopathy--clinical course and radiological findings].
Among 100 patients with cervical myelopathy, we found 7 patients with gait disturbance in which motor or sensory involvements were absent (group A). In these patients, the gait was unsteady, but not ataxic nor spastic. Some of them showed mild hyperreflexia, but no one had Romberg's sign. We compared the effect of neck traction and radiological findings in group A with these in 25 patients who had gait disorders as well as other symptoms associated with cervical myelopathy (group B). Mean age in group A (mean 83.9 +/- 7.9 ys) was older than that in group B (mean 76.6 +/- 5.7 ys). Gait disorders improved in 6 cases of group A (86%), and 5 cases in group B (20%) by conservative therapy of Glisson's traction. On plain X-ray examination, the physiologic lordosis of cervical spine was preserved, the cervical canal diameters from C2 to C7 were more wide, and the number of intervertebral excessive mobility had tendency to be less in group A than in group B. Cervical MRI indicated that the number of intervertebral spinal compression was less in group A than in group B. In the cervical myelopathy, there was a type showing only gait disturbance which was characterized by the good response to Glisson's neck traction, and by the preserved physiological lordosis, relatively wide spinal canal, and slight intervertebral compression.